
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2010 

Dear Friend, 

Thank you for your interest in Caravan to Peace, a benefit concert and the world premiere screening of the documentary 
film Stealing the Light.  Your support and sponsorship of this event help to create sustainable infrastructure that will 
support long-ǘŜǊƳ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƻƭŀǘƛƭŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ 
peace and democracy in war-torn Afghanistan than the secular education of its people.  Your support helps bring public 
and private resources together so that we can all make a substantial impact toward this end. 

Dr. Mohammad Khan Kharoti founded Green Village Schools in 2001 as a means to wage peace by providing quality 
secular education to girls and boys in war-torn AfƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
guest house in Shin Kalay (Green Village) grew into a school compound with 24 classrooms, a library, a computer lab 
nearing completion, and a student body of more than 1,200 boys and girls.  Project PeacePal is collaborating with Green 
Village Schools to support this courageous project. 

In October of 2008, gunmen reduced the entire compound to rubble.  They stole every book, chalkboard, and desk.  They 
tore down the school beam by beam, brick by brick until nothing was left.  

Caravan to Peace will be held at the historic KiMo Theater in downtown Albuquerque on Friday, April 9, 2010.  The event 
features Stealing the Light, which chronicles the inspiring work of Dr. Kharoti and the children and faculty of Green 
Village Schools, and a concert by world-renowned oud virtuoso Rahim AlHaj.  AlHaj has performed with the New Mexico 
Symphony Orchestra and the New Mexico Philharmonic and was recorded by the Smithsonian Institute in 2005.  There 
will be a VIP reception with Afghani food and drink, an opportunity to meet Dr. Kharoti, film maker Aimie Burns and 
Rahim AlHaj.  A photo exhibit featuring the children of Green Village Schools and a silent auction will round out the 
evening. 

Your generous support will help us rebuild the school and restore the light that was stolen from the children of 
Afghanistan. 

With much appreciation, 

 
Sarah Wilkinson 

Founder and Executive Director 

Project PeacePal 

P.O. Box 6691  Albuquerque, NM  87197   www.peacepal.org   (505) 255-2042   info@peacepal.org 

Creating the next generation of peace builders through international friendship. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorship Levels 

 

 

PeacePartner                                                                                                                                  $200 

¶ VIP reception 

¶ Reserved seats at the concert 

¶ Reserved seats at the film screening 

¶ A PeacePartner gets TWO (2) TICKETS to Caravan to Peace! 
 

 

PeaceBuilder                                                                                                                                  $400 

¶ All of the above, PLUS 

¶ Your name on PeacePal web site 

¶ Youry name in event program 

¶ A PeaceBuilder gets FOUR (4) TICKETS to Caravan to Peace! 
 

 

PeaceArchitect                                                                                                                               $600 

¶ All of the above, PLUS 

¶ Your own signage at the event 

¶ Seat at the Information Table 

¶ A PeaceArchitect gets SIX (6) TICKETS to Caravan of Peace! 
 

 

PeaceContractor                                                                                                                            $800 

¶ All of the above, PLUS 

¶ Your company name or logo on our event banners 

¶ Your company name or logo on event program 

¶ A PeaceContractor gets EIGHT (8) TICKETS to Caravan to Peace! 
 

 

PeacePrize Winner                                                                                                                    $1,200 

¶ All of the above, PLUS 

¶ Live link to your web site from ours 

¶ TWO (2) tickets to the private Thursday night dinner with Green Village Schools Founder 
Mohammad Khan Kharoti, Filmmaker Aimie Burns, Emmy award-winner Chris Schueler  
and Project PeacePal Director Sarah Wilkinson 

¶ A PeacePrize Winner gets TEN (10) TICKETS to Caravan of Peace! 
 



 

 

 

Green  

Village  

Schools  

GENERAL INFORMATION 

WHEN:  Friday, April 9, 2010 

WHERE:  KiMo Theater in Downtown Albuquerque, New Mexico. (semi-formal attire) 

TIME:  For VIP ticket holders, the reception begins at 5:30pm. The main event will begin promptly at 7:00pm.  

TICKETS:  Available through ticketmaster.com
 

General Admission;    $25 per person. Includes film screening and concert 
 

VIP Admission;    $55 per person. Includes reception prior to the event & preferred seating for the  
screening and concert 

 
WHY DO SPONSORS, VENDORS, AND DONORS LOVE CARAVAN TO PEACE? 
Sponsors get a tremendous amount of exposure and value for their dollar while helping spread international peace 
education through Project PeacePal and Green Village Schools. Also, part or all of your sponsorship or donation is tax-
deductable. Contact us for details. We will give you a receipt for your tax records. 

ABOUT PROJECT PEACEPAL: 
Project PeacePal is a locally-based, international peace through education non-profit organization. 
We strive to create the next generation of leaders and peace builders through international 
friendships and the application of peace-building skills in daily life. By participating in PeacePal 
activities in classrooms, students throughout the world learn about life in far-away places, develop 
respect for other cultures and religions, and invent new solutions for creating a more peaceful 

world. Project PeacePal is an international pen pal program available in countries around the world including: 
Afghanistan, Burundi, Canada, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Israel, Japan, Nepal, Pakistan, Palestine, Senegal, 
South Africa, Togo, Uganda and the United States.  www.peacepal.org 

 

ABOUT GREEN VILLAGE SCHOOLS: 
Green Village Schools is a Portland, Oregon, based non-profit organization committed to building a 
generation of hope in Afghanistan. Their schools in Afghanistan offer children a basic education, and 
empower young people and their communities to become actively engaged in building a future of 
hope for their country. Green Village Schools also seeks to build thriving communities through 
support to school health services for students and local villages. Investing in the education and 
health of young people in Afghanistan will ensure a future of hope for the country.       
www.greenvillageschools.org 

 

ABOUT STEALING THE LIGHT BY AIMIE BURNS: 
Stealing the Light examines the role of education in minimizing conflict and creating opportunities 
for children in Afghanistan. Dr. Mohammad Khan Kharoti founded Green Village Schools in 2001 
as a means to wage peace by providing quality secular education to girls and boys in war-torn 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩs guest house in Shin 
Kalay (Green Village) grew into a school compound with 24 classrooms, a library, a computer lab 

nearing completion, and a student body of more than 1,200 boys and girls.  Project PeacePal is collaborating with 
Green Village Schools to support this courageous project.  www.peacethrougheducationfilm.com 

 

 
DISCLAIMER:  All elements, including but not limited to the activities and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. Tickets 
and sponsorships are non-refundable. Refunds will not be issued in case of event cancellation. If you require special 
accommodations at the event please contact us at info@peacepal.org. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What does a village school in Afghanistan have to do  

with an Asheville filmmaker? Meet Aimie Burns , a 
woman who believes in the power of education and 
the movies to promote stability in war - torn regions. 
After reading Greg Mortensonôs book Three Cups of 
Tea, which describes Mortensonôs ongoing 

humanitarian effort to build schools in remote parts 
of Pak istan and Afghanistan, Burns started 
researching organizations interested in supporting 
startup schools in war -stricken countries. (She 
originally wanted to make a documentary about 
Mortenson himself, but he demurred, saying he 
didnôt want to endanger himself or his students.) 

She discovered the Green Village School in southern 
Afghanistan, contacted its founder Mohammad Khan 
Kharoti, and is now directing and producing the first 
in a trio of documentaries called Peace through 

Education.  

founded his school in 2001 with only 16 students. By 

2008, the number of children attending regularly rose 
to 1,200, including 400 girls. But a group of men 
looted the school and bulldozed it inexplicably in 2008. 
Burns believes the children lost not only their means of 
an e ducation, but also their hope for a better life.  

Aimie Burns Makes Movies for World Peace  

While conditions in Afghanistan have made it difficult 

for Burns to travel there, she has interviewed Kharoti 
in person and communicates regularly with an Afghan 
fi lm crew based in Khabul but working in Helmand 
Province, one of the worldôs largest opium-producing 

regions. The project is partially funded by Rock Creek 
Productions, a video company with offices in the 
Washington, D.C. area and in Asheville, but Burns is  
also applying for grants and seeking donations.  

Burns was moved by the story of Kharotiôs childhood, 

first as a nomad and then as a farmer. Heeding his 
fatherôs deathbed wish, Kharoti enrolled in first grade 
at age 12. "The day he put his name on the lis t," Burns 
says, "was the best day of his life." The sentiment hits 
home for Burns. Growing up in Durban, South Africa, 

she saw firsthand how a lack of education affected 
children who werenôt able to go to school. Kharoti  

Her documentaryôs first screening is slated for April 9,  
of next year. Kharoti will introduce the film at a 
historic theater in Albuquerque, New Mexico, where an 
organization called Project PeacePal  plans to make it a 
fundraising wine -and -cheese event. Burns plans to 
screen the film locall y, and will send it to both film 

festivals and members of Congress. ð Kristin Brace  

COPYRIGHT © 2009, PLANET ZEUS MEDIA, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 105 S. MAIN, HENDERSONVILLE, NC 28792 828-697-1414  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rahim Al Haj , virtuoso oud musician and composer, was born in Baghdad, Iraq and began playing the 

oud (the grandfather of all stringed instruments) at age nine. Early on, it was evident that he had a 

remarkable talent for playing the oud. Mr. Alhaj studied under the renowned Munir Bashir, considered by 

many to be the greatest oud player ever, and Salim Abdul Kareem, at the Institute of Music in Baghdad, Iraq. 

Mr. Alhaj won various awards at the Conservatory and graduated in 1990 with a diploma in composition. He 

holds a degree in Arabic Literature from Mustunsariya University in Baghdad. In 1991, after the first Gulf 

War, Mr. Alhaj was forced to leave Iraq due to his activism against the Saddam Hussein regime and began his 

life in Jordan and Syria. He moved to the US in 2000 as a political refugee and has resided in Albuquerque, 

NM ever since.    

Rahim Alhaj has performed hundreds of concerts all over the world. wŀƘƛƳΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜƭȅ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜǎ 

traditional Iraqi maqams with contemporary styling and influence. His compositions evoke the experience of 

exile from his homeland and of new beginnings in his adopted country. His pieces establish new concepts 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άLǊŀǉƛ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ hǳŘέΦ 

Mr. Alhaj has released five CDs. His latest, Home Again (UR Music), is a tour de force of touching and 

evocative original compositions portraying his trip to Iraq after 13 years in exile.  When the Soul is Settled: 

Music of Iraq (Smithsonian Folkways Recordings) garnered a 2008 Grammy® nomination in the Best 

Traditional World Music Recording category.   Don Heckman, reviewing the CD for the Los Angeles Times, 

ǿǊƻǘŜΥ άAlhaj's spontaneous inventions are constantly fascinating τ a convincing affirmation of the rich 

culture of an embattled area of the world." (January 7, 2007).  Mr. AlhajΩǎ /5Ωǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜƭƭŜǊǎ ŀƴd 

are frequently featured on national radio shows and movies worldwide, including the BBC, NPR All Things 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ϧ {ǘǳŘƛƻ ослΣ !./ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŀŘƛƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ twLΩǎ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ bƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ !Ƴȅ DƻƻŘƳŀƴΦ    

 
 



 

 

 

 


